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Map 4: Kedah'’s traditional maritime control in the Northern

Corridor

(Kedah: the foundations and durability of Malay kingship, thesis submitted by Maziar)
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PasHU IN MYEIK REGION

Naing Soe

A brief history of Taninthayi coast’ Ethnicity
Historically, the name called Taninthayi
: “Tanao Si” in Thai and “ Tanah Sari” in Malay.
belonged to Tanah Melayu, or Malay Peninsula,
which was part of the Sultanate of Kedah' and
initially invaded by the Ayuttha Kingdom and
later by Myanmar.? The Taninthayi coast area of
Myeik became not only a multicultural ethnic
society residential area but also a trading port for
international mainly for Ayuttha period of
Thailand which ruled the region from 15 century
to 17 century. Myanmar ruled 13 century and 17
century after then, the area became part of the
British Empire. The active Mergui port became a
center for traders, sailing areas, political areas
after the changing seaports of Tawnaunglae,
Taninthayi ancient city gateway. Since the
sixteenth century foreigners from many different
countries came to settle down at Myeik which
thus became a melting pot of many ethnicities.
Mergui Archipelago is a part of the wider
Malay Peninsula, including provinces in the
south of Thailand and northern Malaysia. Even
geographically, the Tenasserim marks the fusion
between Myanmar and Malaysia, according to
the ecological similarities between the two

countries’®. After then, Myeik became the area of
Burma Empire under the rule of Konbaung Kings
with eighteen successive Myowuns, township
administers. After the First Anglo-Myanmar war,
the Yandabo Treaty was signed between the
British and Myanmar King Bagyidaw (King
Sagaing) (1819-1837). By that treaty Rakhine
and Tanintharyi were ceded to the British. From
1826 to 1941 Myeik District also became a
British Colony. Myeik District came under
Japanese Occupation during WWIL.

Present Myeik citizens were the
descendants of Anglo-Indians, Anglo- Myanmar,
Thai- Myanmar, Malay- Myanmar, Sino-

Myanmar etc*. Apart from the indigenous races,
many Chinese, Indians, Thais, Malays, Arabs,
Salons, Westerners and Europeans: Portuguese,
Armenians settled down in Myeik®. Besides,
there lived the descendants of Alaungmintaya’s
Army which marched to the capital Ayutthia of
Thailand. According to stone inscription found
ten miles from Myeik at a pagoda built by a
follower of Narathihapati, the last king of Bagan,
Bamar were already living in the District of
Myeik®.

1. Stier, T (1927), With Pavlova round the world. United Kingdom: Hurts& Blackett Limited. Malay minorities in the
Tenasserim coast, Ma Tin Cho Mar and Pham Huong Trang, ASEAN Journal of Community Engagement, Vol4, Number

1, 2020.

2. Wilkinson, R. J (1923), A History of the Peninsular Malays with Chapters on Perak& Selangor. Kelly &Walsh Malay
minorities in the Tenasserim coast, Ma tin Cho Mar and Pham Huong Trang, ASEAN Journal of Community

Engagement, Vol4, Number 1, 2020.

3. White, W. G. (1922), The sea gypsies of Malaya. New York, United States: Ams Press Inc. Malay minorities in the
Tenasserim coast, Ma tin Cho Mar and Pham Huong Trang, ASEAN Journal of Community Engagement, Vol4, Number

1, 2020.
4. Lwin Maung, Documentary History, p400.
5. Chhibber, JBRS, Vol. XVII, p. 150
6.

Dr. Lwin Aung, the physical environment of Myeik, Myeik Magazine,June,1977,p.49
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The Bamar in Tanintharyi Region was
called Baganthar, Bagan native. There are also
Kayin and Mon lived in Myeik. For much of the
19th century, Britain’s most successful enterprise
in Mergui was prisoners. Thuggees, Sikh rebels
and other men thought dangerous to the Empire
were shipped there instead of facing execution’.
The Sikh Guru Ram Singh (1816-1885) died at
Mergui. His settlement is still puzzle to know
more. The Madrassic rubber coolies are encour-
aged on some estates to bring their families but
the figures show only a small proportion of
women. During the present rubber slump many
coolies have been discharged and have returned
to India. The boat to and from the Straits man,
and there are some Japanese and Filipinos chiefly
engaged in Pearling.

Who are Pashu?

According to “Preliminary Survey of
Penang-Myanmar Relations from mid-19th to
mid-20th centuries”, mentioned that “Pashu” is a
derivative of the Sanskrit word “Paraghsu” which
originally meant Malay or Malayan. The whole
of peninsular Malaya was refered to as the “Pashu
Kyun-Swai” by the Myanmar people. Kinwun
Mingyi U Kaung in his Paris Diary wrote about a
stopover in Penang on his way to France in 1873.
He called the people of Penang Pashu, though he
also uses Malay for the Malays especially those
from Melacca. So, the word Pashu is usually used
only for hybridized Chinese-Malay, i. e. the
Baba-Nonya of the former Straits Settlements®.
Although the Myanmar Dictionary indubitably
defines “Pashu” as the term for “Malay”, the

7. Clare Anderson, The Transportation of Narain Sing: Punishment,Honour and Identity from the Anglo-Sikh Wars to the
Great Revolt. Modern Asian Studies, vol.44/5(Sept. 2010 ).pp.1115-45.

8. U Thaw Kaung, Daw Win (2003 ), Preliminary Survey of Penang-Myanmar Relations from mid-19th to mid-20th
Centuries. https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2018/02/333298/history-rarely-told
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historian confusingly describes the Pashu as not
Malays, but Baba Nyonya, the Chinese
descendants from mainland China who settled in
the Malay Peninsula. This must surely go down
as a colossal discrepancy between the Myanmar
Language Commission and the historian®. Some
argued the word “Pashu” came from the
phonological changed word Perahu into pahu,
pasu and then Pashu. The words and the people
of Pashu communities who are called by
Myanmar are still needed to research more.
Although Pashu: the two communities with one
word, will not virtually the same they speak. The
ancient Malays of Islamic people are the
Austronesian family members nearly closed with
Kedah dialect.

Some Penang Baba-Nonyas migrated to
Yangon, Dawei (Tavoy) and Myeik (Mergui),
and some Sino-Myanmar migrated to Penang.
Trade links between Myanmar and Penang were
initiated, sustained and expanded by merchants,
ship-owners and operators with boats plying
along the Gulf of Martaban, down south the
Tenasserim Coast to Penang Island. That the
Baba Nyonya community migrated to the
southern regions of Myanmar is not disputed, but
the description that “Pashu” is the term denoting
the Baba Nyonya community goes against the
grain of established research findings and
writings of reputed international scholars. In the
1983 census conducted by the Socialist Republic
Government of the Union of Burma, it is clearly
mentioned that in the Tanintharyi Division
(Tennanserim Division), the Pashu (Malays)
were recorded as the inhabitants together with
other ethnic groups such as Mons, Salons,
Burmans, Karens, Paos, and Tavoyans. According
to Jacques Ivanoff, a prominent anthropologist,
Malays were the earliest to settle in the littorals
of the Tanintharyi Region'’.
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Figure: 2 - 101 ethnic wall painting of shwegu
monastery, Shinkyo village, Pokkakhu Township

9. https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2018/02/333298/history-rarely-told
10. U Thaw Kaung, Daw Win (2003), Preliminary Survey of Penang-Myanmar Relations from mid-19th to mid-20th

Centuries.

11. https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2018/02/333298/history-rarely-told
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Figure: (3) - Pashu community

History of Pashu ethnic

Besides the Thais, Pashu (Malay) lived
in Myeik district. Malay was settled down within
Myeik district since 15th century before the
British arrived there. They lived in the villages
along the coastal regions of Leinya and Maliwun
townships. At 15th Century, the war broke out
between Pashu from Meccasa and the Dutch and
the former were defeated in this war and they fled
from their own territory Celebes. Meccasa was a
city name and they fled away together with Prince
Dei and they arrived and settled down at
Kawthaung in Maliwon'2.

12. ibid

The Malays were the first to settle on the
Tenasserim littoral, at least as far as the islands
and the mainland town of Bokpyin'®. The earliest
record on the name of Pashu can be seen in the
wall painting on 101 ethnic scenes of Laung Oo
Mon library, Sagaing Region.

Besides the Moken, the Malays were in
the majority of those frequenting the islands of
Mergui Archipelago. Even though the border was
negotiated between Siam and the British Empire
in the nineteenth century, the entire region
remained a transnational borderland with limits
situated inside the national territories!*. Most of

13. Boutry, M (2014), Malay minorities in the Tenasserim coast, Ma Tin Cho Mar and Pham Huong Trang, ASEAN Journal of

Community Engagement, Vol4, Number 1, 2020.

14. Ma Tin Cho Mar and Pham Huong Trang, (2020), Malay minorities in the Tenasserim coast, ASEAN Journal of

Community Engagement, Vol4, Number 1.
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the villages which located along the sea-coast in
the Boke-Pyin and Kaw-Thaung Townships had
the names of Malay language: Palaw-Ton-Ton,
Su-Nga Bar Hlaing, Noh Ngwar, Sa-Tein and Su-
Nge- Pada villages. Malays are a people who had
inhabited this island for a historically long period.
The Malays is included in the Austronesian
Linguistic family called (Bahasa Melayu) Malay
Language. They are Malay, speak Malay and
some of their elderly people can read Jawi, Malay
in Arabi, different from the standard Malay in
Romanesque'®.

At ceremonial gatherings and religious
occasions, men wear baju Melayu and sarong
(longyi in Burmese). Old women wear kebaya,

Mylwmdir
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and young women wear baju metsii that looks
like baju kurung. Most of the women too, wear
kain kelumon or headscarves. Their traditional
foods include nasi gulai kawah (on special
occasions) and asam pedas (almost daily). During
Eid (Hari Raya), they would prepare ketupat
pulut and kuih bahulu (fluffy egg cake with a
slightly crusty layer). Their snacks or desserts are
collectively called muih, and, quite similar to the
popular ones in Malaysia. The Pashu also practise
silat. When there is an engagement or wedding,
some of the groom’s friends would perform
traditional silat before the groom enters the
bride’s house. This tradition is, however, slowly
disappearing'®.

Figure: (4) - Pashu community by Maung Pyay Chan

15. Ibid,

16. https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2018/02/333298/history-rarely-told
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Conclusion

Nowadays, they became one of
unrecognized people in Myanmar. in the
Tanintharyi Region, the aboriginal Pashu

population is estimated at not more than 30,000.
The Pashu lifestyle, culture and traditions are still
needed to research more. Most of the research
work on Tanintharyi was less known and missed
in political culture, economic development,
anthropology, ethnic minorities as well as
religious studies. Those areas need to research
for archaeology and anthropology. The detailed
description of settlement communities ‘history
in that area is still less well known at all. The
ethnic called Pashu’ identities are not officially
recorded in Myanmar still nowadays.

9o Refl:psunngme3
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