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Role and Functions of Tiger

Dance in Palaw Township,

Tanintharyi Region

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to explore “Role
and Functions of Tiger Dance in Palaw
Township, TanintharyiRegion. This paper
aims to describe the background of Palaw
society’s tiger dance history, to explore the
process of Tiger Dance Activity and to know
their social linkage of community with Tagu
Seasonal festival. This study connects an
anthropological approach to dance. To
achieve the objectives, qualitative research
method and descriptive study design are
applied based on Palaw society. As the data
collection methods, Focus Group Discussion
(FGD) and Key Informant Interview (KII)
are used. To collect information and data
relating to tiger dance in Five quarters
ofPalaw  Township, West Monastery
(“AnaukKyaung” in Myanmar) was chosen
as site of study.People living in Five quarters
of PalawTownship, Tanintharyi Region
celebrate one of activities of Tagu Festival,
tiger dance joined by participants from four or
five monasteries in February (Tagu). Although
Palaw society is inhabited by different
mixed-blood Bamar ethnic groups, they hold
this activity basing on auspicious occasions
at their respective monasteries to worship
and pay homage to elders. They performed
this activity annually belonging to the

Naing Soe

monasteries groups such as East Monastery
(“AshaeKyaung” in Myanmar) tiger dance
group, West Monastery (“AnaukKyaung”
in Myanmar) tiger dance group, Center
Monastery (“LaewaingKyaung” in Myanmar)
group,MyoOoMonastery tiger dance group
and Taungwaing Monastery tiger dance
group. Their roles, beliefs, ceremonies
linking with the community are comparatively
different but Palaw community has their
own social grounds for celebration of such
activities. Remarkably, the current tiger-
dance activity shows a strong social linkage
between the dance and the society itself and
this paper is a humble attempt to highlight
the link and its spurs behind.

Key words: social

linkage

tiger dance, activity,

In Myanmar, most of ethnic groups have their
own dance. They perform their traditional
dances on various occasions. For example,
the Pa-O people of Zayatgyi village,
Taungngu Region, Lower Myanmar celebrate
Pwekahtin (Donating Robe) in October (Ta
Saungmone) as their traditional festivals.

nfiecnunnyme) 17
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o the monk Nalng

The villagers divided into four groups collect
the bamboo materials for making KaHIu Mu
of Tasaungdaing. Customarily, each group
creates different patterns and designs.

Again in middle Myanmar, during
the Festival of Manuha pagoda,Myinkapa
villagers engage in the AyokeThwin Activity
in Bagan.AyokeThwin means making large
figure of animals and human out of bamboo
straps in different styles with colorful papers
glued on these bamboo frameworks. The
figures are open at the bottom to be worn by
one to four performers with their head and
shoulders inserted in the figure (Ayoke). For
their knowledge, it is an act of homage to
Manuha pagoda by installing the figure.

The twelve Myanmar traditional festivals are
celebrated in Palaw Township, Region of
Tanintharyi. Tiger Dance, an essential prelude
to Tagu Festival, is an activity participated by
residents from five quarters in Palaw also
collaborated by monasteries nearby.Tiger
dancers get themselves painted in red, black
and yellow stripes and imitate the tiger to
put themselves in the tiger mood during the
dance with the help of music.lt is a unique
dancing style found only in Palaw society.
Therefore, its uniqueness necessitates
inclusion of its history, its folklore and its

& ___,\_q,-é

SOeg

importance in Palaw society as an intangible
cultural heritage in this paper. Palaw natives
believe that this activity means a symbol of
unity, peace and harmony in their society .In
the case of tiger dance music generalized
study and description was done by the
researcher. To achieve the objectives, this
study was done with qualitative research
method and descriptive study design and it
is based on Palaw society.

Palaw Society’s Tiger Dance History

During the Thingyan festival, Palaw
residents celebrate the activity of tiger dance
for requesting donation from every house
in Palaw downtown areas. Tiger dance is
traditionally called Indian dance of tiger. It is
one of a strong custom of Tanintharyi Region.
Tiger dance means adorning the figure of
tiger on their bodies and decorate different
color (Red, Yellow, and Black) on them. They
keep upper part of their body naked but put
on shorts and looped cloth at the waist so as
to control themselves during the dance.

So, it stands as their traditions. There are
four kinds of tiger dance.

(1)

Mogul tiger dance

18 myyjj:gemnnyma3
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Photo : Walking position of ti'ger dan_ceré yNaing Soe

(2) Telugu tiger dance

(3) Bamar tiger dance

(4) Bengali tiger dance
The Process of Tiger Dance Activity

1. Firstly, they pay homage to the
Nat in local Style. There is also taboo that
prohibits everyone from eating the food
propitiated to the Nat. If someone breaks
the prohibition, he or she will be one part of
public tiger of tiger dance group. There is
also a ban on any alcoholic drink.This public
tiger will perform when he hears the drum
players. Then, the main person who knows
the process of painting and performing tiger
dance collect the dancers to adore tiger
figures on their bodies. Tiger dancers fall into
two categories such as hunter, Tiger dancers
(Female) and Tiger controllers (Male) based
on the colors on their bodies. For hunter,
they can be decorated on their bodies
whatever they like but they usually focus the
current issues of cultural changes such as

politic, economic, social events. The hunter
is like not only a joker but also a comedian.
They try to highlight the current situations
which are misleading, misunderstanding on
it. It is also the satire action on the current
situations of economic, social, historical, and
political issues.

The tiger dance activity group can be
divided into six groups of tiger dancers in the
performance according to the Focus Group
Discussion of Anaukkaung ‘people group.
They are

2. Tiger dancers (Female)

3. Tiger controllers (Male)

4. Hunters

5. Sling holders tigers catchers
6. Drum players and helpers and
7. Public tigers

nflpenunnyme) 19
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Qualification of Tiger Dancer Group

The painter professionally takes a major role
of tiger dance activity. They painted on the
body of a would-be tiger dancer by three
steps: (1) applying the natural liquid of the
plant called “hsei: dan:” (yellow orpiment),
(2) painted the black and red stripes on
the body like tiger figure and (3) painting
the areas of the mouth (a traditionally step
of putting the dancer in tiger mood). Firstly,
they painted the Upper part of the body and
continue to paint the lower by spacing the
area of mouth. Painting the mouth area
is the last and most important part. To the
understanding of the elders, KoMyat told “
yes, we prepare the process of tiger dance:
painting , worship all night, under the full light
of Anuakkaung Monastery ” .So, the Gathar
(Incantation) is the life of all tiger dancers and
tiger controllers. Nowadays, the incantation
process is disappeared.

Tiger Dancer’s Role and Function

Indian tiger dancers are adorned with tiger
figures on their bodies. Headdress is with
two tiger ears blade and glasses with a
sarong and rolled up near the waist. Red,
black strips were painted on the body. They
are models and actors among the tiger
controllers. They support the tiger controllers
to start the steady mood with them. They
represent the female tiger Dancer of tiger
dance group.

Tiger Controllers’ Role and Function

They are the main characters of the tiger
dance activity. They are different from tiger
dancers in terms of colors painted on the
body. They are decorated red, yellow and
much black color stripes. They can create
the angry mood, the last act of this activity.
They are controlled by the Sling holder’s
tiger catchers. The hunters try to start their
angry mood state with the help of Drum
players and hunter. They represent as Male
tiger dancer of tiger dance group.

Photo : Drums helpers touring downtwon area, Naing Soe
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Tiger Hunters’ Role and Function

The hunters are the second characters in
this activity. They were performers not only
for the public but also for the tiger controllers.
Sometimes, they hold the bow and arrow,
sword, and spear. They can performance
like tiger controllers and tiger dancers during
the end of the process of Tiger Dance Group

Sling holders tiger catchers’ Role and
Function

Tiger controllers can wear whatever they
want. Their main task is to control the tiger
dancers in angry mood and the public tiger
dancers. They hold the tiger on back. They
can act and move as like as the tiger move
in this performance. They should have to be
active, strong and experienced.

Drum players’ and helpers’ Role and Function
They carry and play the drums to send the

tempo, message of sound, the bowls of
instant and lemon for Public tigers and tiger

Mylwmtir
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controllers to decrease or increase the mood
of angry state.

Public tiger’s Role and Function

It was the experienced tiger dancer before
or the one who eat the food of Nat worship.
They cannot control themselves when they
hear the sound of the drum players or see
the actions of the tiger dancer and tiger
controllers.

They performed around the downtown areas
of Palaw. They serve the public by showing
their steady and angry mood state with the
help of hunters, Drum players, and Sling
holders tiger catchers. We can analyze
their performance position as follows: sitting
position, walking position and starting
position. Angry mood state is their last one
when they perform. If they perform only the
steady action, the public announce and shout
them as they are coward tiger (Kyareipu),
bloody fool tiger (Kyareipann) The tiger
dance activity stands out as a symbol of
social work of Palaw downtown communities
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gathering at their local monasteries. The
monasteries which take part in this activity
are mostly AshaeKyaung, AnaungKyaung,
and AlaewaingKyaung.

During the interviews, the local people of
Palaw seem to celebrate the tiger dance
activity as their local collaboration with each
other, gathering point, donation process, and
the memorable events .It gives them not only
the sense of excitement and joy but also the
shared merits. In addition, it is also the event
of unity than others in their region.

They believed it helps them unite the local
community, friends, relatives and families. It
also bridges to social meetings. Most of the
ancestors of Palaw try to come back when
the Tagu Festival was started. They eagerly
come back for this tiger dance to meet their
Family, friends and relatives. So this tiger
dance became their social linkage to go on
the process of relationship, donation, and
one sector of Myanmar Seasonal Festival of
Tagu.

Social Linkage of Palaw Community with
Tagu Festival

There was children tiger dancers who play
themselves as a game of Tagu festival prior
to the main event. They play the tiger dance.
This game is not only the first messenger of
tiger dances activity but also the first activity
of local community to prepare the process
of tiger dances activity during Myanmar
month, Tagu. Each of Buddhist community
joined the monastery to make it happen.
Even the itinerant natives to come back
and join their respective community for
the tiger dance activity. The loaded words
such as Lawpan (cup of fire), Jain Jain Ni
Daung or DaungDaung Ni Jain (The sound
of the drum), Mu Ni See (angry mood stage),
and Kyareepu (coward tiger) impacted the
society to know more about the tiger dance
activity. So, it may be assumed as follow:

1. It has been recognized that tiger dance
activity are highly appreciated and valued by
the local community.
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2. Public awareness needs to be raised to
lay a bridge between the dancers and the
community that the former may gain a sense
of recognition, a credit to the society.

3. The drum group is the main factor of the
tiger dance process to activate the tiger
dancers.

4. The hunter is the introducer of tiger
dancers to the public.

5. The tiger dance activity is a play which
creates the social linage between the
donation process and community.

Discussion
That tiger dance activity has been
appreciated and valued by the local

community according to the observation.
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To be more systematic, there might be a
need to raise awareness on the importance
of the tiger dance activity to link more with
the community .Measures should also be
taken to train future generations of dancers
for sustainability and progress of the activity
especially for the painter generation, Saying
maker, and dancing methods or movements.
It is also observed that the drum group is
the main factor of the tiger dance process
which makes the tiger dancers more active.
The hunter is the introducer of tiger dancers
to the public. The qualification of painter is
also supported the tiger dance process.
The saying maker is the life blood of this
tiger dancer. As a change, the public tiger
became in the place of tiger controller due
to the lack of tiger dancer generation and
experience. As Parsons (1991) defined, the
motivational significance to the individual
actor, or, in the case of community need to
record their movement. Although the social
network of Palaw society is active, the plan
to sustain the activity of tiger dance is seem
weak cause of experienced tiger dance lose,
generation gap of tiger dancers ancestor,
painters and the easy use of public tiger as
tiger dancer to run the activity annually. The
monasteries are the workshop place of tiger
dance activity. The above mentioned facts,
the tiger dance activity is a place which
performance the social linage of donation
process and community. Therefore, the
Palaw community needs to sustain the living
culture of tiger dance activity.

Conclusion

This paper is to know the strange customs of
lower Myanmar, Tharnintharyi Region, Palaw
Township in terms of the role of tiger dance
activity and to sustain systematically as
one of Myanmar Regional Cultural Heritage.
Therefore, the activity of tiger dance is the
unity of local people in collaboration with
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the monasteries to take part in the donation
process in Tagu (Thingyan Festival).Although
it is probably not the origin of Myanmar
traditional festival, the local communities
of Palaw people sustain it as custom by
supporting the Buddhism affairs of donation
process. Itisindicated that people in Myanmar
have little strange customs and traditions
which are unearthed. The findings show that
monasteries serve as the workplace for the
tiger dance’ process. Unfortunately, there is
also a generation gap for this unique cultural
activity as a seemingly dramatic challenge.
Public Tiger dancer may take an influential
role in the process and seem to continue the
activity of tiger dance annually. It is needed
to found the association of Tiger Dance
Activity Trust.Beyond tiger dance activity,
local community link the social affairs as
gathering point, donation process , and the
memorable events , the sense of excitement
and joy but also the merits of donation. It also
helps natives to reunite again in maintaining
the event in their region as their Regional
Cultural Heritage.
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Creation of man-other motifs
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Ordering of human life
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Arrangement of man's bodily
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A. Mythological motifs

A32.2 Creator's daughter. China Backer
1988:1 (Manchu);

A120.1 God as shape-shifter. Vietnam:
Terada 1989 p.50;

A123.3.3 God with 12 eyebrows. Laos: FT-

K4:7.c. (Kammu);
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A132. God in animal form. Vietnam: Dang
1992, Terada 1989, p.50;

A 132. God in animal form. China: Backer
1988:3 (Manchu);

A132.5 Bear-god. China, Backer 1988:3
(Manchu), 29 (Nanay);

A132.6.3.1 God takes form of cock. Vietnam:
Dang 1992;

A132.10 Tiger-god. China: Backer 1988:3
(Ma nchu), 29 (Nanay);
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