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Votive Tablets

&

Old Tavoy

Nai Pan Hla

rom thetimethe Buddha’simage became
a principal element among Buddhists
of India in the second century of the
Christian era,and on development of a profound
veneration foe images, the act of making a
statue of the Buddha or other symbolic figures
of thereligion had been established as a source

of merit. But to cast a bronze image or to carve

a statue of stone or wood was not within the
easy reach of all Buddhists. Poor people desirous
of acquiring merit to assure their next existence
under more prosperous conditions, found in
the impression of an effigy upon a lump of
potter’s clay, the means of accumulation such
merit without difficulty. Later on, those people

whether poororrich,commoner orking, having
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the desire to do so, might make a large number
of such terra cotta votive tablets as objects of
worship and as pious deeds.

The custom of making small Buddha
images of clay by means of a mould appears
to have originated in India. The origin of these
votive tablets can be connected with the Four
Greatevents-namely Kapilavastu where Sakyamuni
was born;Bodhgayawhere he achieved Omniscience:
the Deer Park near Babares where he preached
his First Sermon to the five Vaggiya monks which
was also known as the place where he set the
Wheel of the Law(Dhammacakka) in motion;
and finally Kusinagarawhere heentered Nirvana
(Nibbanna).

Obviously terra cotta votive tablets, which
contain writings below the image or at the back
are among oldest epigraphical objects of
Southeast Asia, Votive tablets have been
discovered at all Sriksetra (Old Prome),
Suvannabhumi(Old Thaton), Arimaddanapura(Old
Pagan)etc. in shape, votive tablets are normally
square at the base and arch to a point at the
top. Some of them are oval or in fig-leaf form.
The earlier clay votive tablets usually bear the
popular Buddhist Yedhamma, formula or
“Credo”- the rendering of which reads:

“The things which arise from a cause, of
these the Tathagata has stated the cause. Of
these also there is a means of suppression. Such
is the teaching of the Great Ascetic.”

TheseYedhamma recitations were written
either in Sanskrit with Nagari scripts or in Pali

using Mon scripts. An older votive tablet with
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Pyu writings was brought to light from the relic
chamber of Shwesandaw Pagoda, Pagan. As
the stupa was built by Burmese king Aniruddha
probably in 1060 AD. It is held by scholars that
the Pyu tablet had been brought over to Pagan
from Prome. Strangely enough, the donor’s
name of the Pyu tablet is Sri Banya, a Mon title.

The commonest writing on early Pagan
Votive Tablets wasin Mon language, two tablets
with Mon writings have been found at the relic-
chamber of Pagan Shwesandaw Pagoda. The
donors were Lord Nawur and Lord Min Yasa.
Lord Min Yasa made a lot of tablets. One of his
votive tablets with Mon writings says:

“The precept against adultery-may | be
aware of it! The precept against stealing- may
| be aware of it! The precept against killing-may
| be aware of it!”

It is an oval shape with markings. Three
lines of Yedhamma in Nagari scripts are seen
below the Buddha’s lotus seat similar to
Aniruddha’s tablets.

King Aniruddha(Anawrahta) made numerous
votive tablets and wrote in Sanskrit, Pali and
Mon languages. Apart from the Buddhist “Credo”,
Anawrahta’s writings were varied. A Sanskrit
prayers of his says:

“Om! Thisisthe piouswork ofthe great monarch
SriAnirudhadeva”

Translation of one of his Pali votive
tablets: “ this mould of the Blessed One has
been madebyme, the great king SriAniruddhadeva,
By this meritorious deed, may | obtain the path

to Nirvana when Maitreya is fully Enlightened”
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In Mon votive tablet he wrote:

“This Buddha was made by the great
king Aniruddhadeva with his own hands.”

A chief queen, Ci Peh by name wrote in
her Mon votive tablets saying:

“Queen Ci Peh made this Buddha. By this
meritorious deed, may | become male (in next
existence) and may | be rich!”

In Pali she mentioned that she was chief
queen ranyo mahesi but of which king, she did
not say. Perhaps she was Anawrahta’s queen.
Oneof Kyansittha’s queens Trilokavatamsakadevi
(Thabhula), mother of Prince Rajakumar also
made votive tablets. Kyansittha made numerous
votive tablets and wrote in Mon, praying for
Buddhahood, Monks such as Muggaliputta,
Silapa, Sumedha, Rathapa,Ananda, Sangradeva
and Mahasalini made various forms of votive
tablets. Anun by the nameYa Yrila Sisin (Reverend
Lady Sisin) made a votive tablet and wrote in
Mon: “This is the Buddha made by the Reverend
Lady Sisin”. She did not express her prayer.
High officials such as Kalan, Samben, Trap, and
Min were also donors of such votive tablets.
Votive tablets were molded in different types.
Each contains from a single Buddhato a hundred
Buddhas. The Eight Scenes and the 28- Buddha
themes were also popularly made. A notable
votivetablet by Triya Samben (Attorney General)
contains Pali writings which mean:

“This image of 28 Buddhas was made by
me the donor, the Law-Sam-ben ( ooep::ﬁca]
&). Itis made for the benefit of the king, mother,

father, together with sons, daughters, wives
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and all living beings. By means of this good
work, may all living beings be free from the
immeasurable evils of existence! May | be a
Buddha in the World to come!”

It is curious to note that there have been
found at Shin Mokhti Pagoda, some six miles
south of Tavoy, many old votive tablets with
Mon writings of Kyansitha’s period. Formerly
we knew only votive tablets made by two
governors of Tavoy namely Sumben Yankhi and
Sanben Anantajeyyabhikran. Very recently, a
friend of mine, U Soe Myint of Tavoy Party Unit,
sentmetwo new votive tablets with Mon writings
dating back to Kyansittha’s reign. Both are of
the same type having only a single seated
Buddha in earth touching attitude. The donor
Sumben Pyom was governor of Tavoy. The word
Tavoy is spelt Daway (30l0d) on the back of the
tablet which is the earliest document for the
name Tavoy. All the three governors of Tavoy
namely Samben Anantajeyyabhikran, Sumben
Yan Khiand Sumben Pyom prayed for becoming
Arahanta (saints), disciples of Lord Buddha
when their Lord Kyansittha becomes a Buddha.
The rendering of their Mon writings relates:

“this Image of Lord Buddha is stamped
and dedicated by the Samben Anantajeyyabhikram
who guards Tavoy, servant of our Lord His
Majestry Sri Tribhuvanaditya, dhammarajav
(Kyansittha). When our Lord becomes a Buddha,
may,l, his servant, become an Arahant disciple
of my Lord!”

Another Tavoy votive tablet with Mon

writings however was made by a Kalan (another



ranking official in Mon). his name and his
daughter’s name are in Burmese. The writings
say:

“Kalan Pwon(oom%gcf:) stamped this
Buddha. His daughter Phun Phlen (q%:m@é—
fulfilling merit or virtue) prepared the clay
(earth).”

Burmese word pwon, means to blossom
as flowers. Both names are beautiful.

Surprisingly, all the three governors of
Old Tavoy did not pray for Buddhahood but
they wished to become only disciples when
their Lord Kyansittha becomes a Buddha. Such
writings plainly indicate how much king Kyansittha
was respected and loved by his high officials
serving at Tavoy, a town very distant from his
capital Pagan. It is significant that Old Tavoy
was indeed a very important town situated in
the far south, as three Sambens and a Kalan
were posted to manage in guarding and defending
it at all costs. In those days the Khmers (@5:

< < < .
©ODPOC0IOq:) were very strong and active
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in fighting. They had attempted raiding Pegu
butwere manfully repulsed by a Burmese rescue
force from Pagan led by General Kyansittha
during the reign of Manuha, a rather weak Mon
monarch of Thaton. When Kyansittha himself
became king of the Mon and Burmese at Pagan
Dynasty, the first Union of Burma(1084-1112
AD), he immediately marched down and built
a very strong defence at Old Tavoy, so that no
more external attack could have occurred,
Maungmakan having a very pleasant long sea
beach and hot-spring some ten miles west of
Tavoy, means “concubine-tank’. Tradition asserts
that king Kyansittha and his entourage came
there for pleasure and caused the digging of a
tankfor fresh water. Hence its name Maungmakan
(Geocc::aoo%) whichisindeed avery remarkable

fine spot for holiday makers nowadays.

Working People’ Daily,
29.5.1981,p-5/8)
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Chronology and Important Dates of
Cawei Region based on the
Chronicles and Pagoda Histories

Thaw Zin Latt

isualiser’s remark - Dawei region is in

the narrow and southern part of

Myanmar and is home to one of the
indigenous ethnic groups of the country, which
is well known as the Dawei people or Tavoyan,
who had spoken a different dialect from Burmese
for centuries. Anyhow, the name “Dawei Region”
is only named with reference to the place of
“Dawei people”.According toits close geographical
contact with Thailand and the interest in the
empire expansion of the Burmese kings, the
region had been experienced complex political
influences across the centuries. Though the
different dynasties ruled the Dawei region, the
people relayed the oral histories and stories

about the cities, kings, and pagodas in the
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region. Operating as evidence of the Dawei
people’s presence since ancient times, these
transmitted oral histories, and palm-leaf
manuscripts about the history of the people in
the region and the Buddhist monuments
(published as books in the early and middle
20th century) are important documentations of
the curiosity of the Dawei region’s presence
across the time.

With a bit of influence from the Burmese
way of chronicle compilation, Dawei Chronicles
are based on the starting point as the prophecy
of the Buddha, and some alike inspirations from
the Burmese oral histories. The following timeline
will berelied only on the oral stories, chronicles,

and pagoda histories,as only afew archaeological



excavations had been carried out despite having
tangible heritage and ruins across the region.

Thetimelinedescribed belowisonly a preliminary
work made based on a few literal works, it might

not well cover the whole presence of the Dawei

peopleinhistory. Thiswork anticipates generating

Date

Dawei Region
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a more detailed timeline of the Dawei people
withinterrogations of the contemporary evidence
such as Burmese and Siamese chronicles and
records. Regardless, all the errors and described

misinformation remain my own.

Other Parts of Myanmar

577 BC

Historical Prophecy of Buddha on the
establishment of Aung-Tharwaddy (Ka Lein
Aung, 14.623480° N, 98.137447° E)

First stupa at Hsandawshin Pagoda encasing
Four Buddhas’ relics (14.609787° N,
98.131360° E)

The left footprint of Buddha, Nabule
(14.308692° N, 98.054919° E)

520 BC

Establishment of Aung-Tharwaddy (differs.
526 BC) (4 kings, no fallen date known)

Rebuilding of Hsandawshin Pagoda by the
King Naruti

509 BC

Building of Peace Pagoda (Yan-Pyay-Man-
Pyay) at Mi Ohn Taung (14.174927° N,
98.225311°E)

475 BC

Building of a small stupa at the place of
Shwe Taung Zar Pagoda, Dawei
(14.079282° N, 98.196066° E)

Circa 350-300 BC

Building of Kyet Min Pagoda (14.084825°
N, 98.202346° E) as one of Ashoka’s
84,000 Mot-htaw pagodas

323 BC

Building of a stupa encasing Buddha’s
sacred molar, carried by the Ashoka’s
missionary monks, at Tavoy point (Shin
Maw Pagoda, 13.536311° N, 98.167934° E)

305 BC

Establishment of Kanak Sri (around
13.659150° N, 98.302219° E) on the
opposite shore of Tavoy point the King
Korambha

200 BC - 9" century AD —
Arise of the Pyu City States
along the Ayeyarwaddy river
valley

r||t||l=i=n.mnuimi 69
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100 AD

107 AD — Historical
Establishment of Bagan by the
King Thamudarit

Circa 638 AD

Establishment of Aung Thawara by the
King Narinda (no exact location known, on
the bank of Tanintharyi river, 3 days down-
stream boat trip from Myitta town according
to the records)

732 AD

Establishment of Bhumideva Nagara near
Maung-me-shaung (around 14.154193° N,
98.205226° E) by the King Hsinbyushin
Maha Narinda

Establishment of Hmaing Kari near Pagaryi
(around 14.105897° N, 98.304219° E) by
the Siamese governors

Establishment of Tagu Myo (14.102718° N,
98.198078° E) near Sin-Zeik by Tagu
Mingyi (no exact dates mentioned)

751 AD

Establishment of 1* Thagara (14.173404°
N, 98.166623° E) by the King
Thamandayaza (differs. 761 AD)

Yun Shan King Saw Lun-shwe governed
Bhumideva Nagara when Thamandayaza
left the city

761 AD

Building of the pagodas around Thagara city
by the King Thamandayaza encasing the
relics sent from Sri Lanka (Myathabeik,
14.183975° N, 98.161964° E, Myin Htin
Taung, 14.175121° N, 98.155116° E, Nat-
twin, 14.187460° N, 98.186243° E, Yat
Khan Taung, 14.118062° N, 98.172915° N)

788 AD

©g 'II‘MW@"*'II@ |

Consecration of the King Shin Zan

Building of Shin Zalun Pagoda (14.176621°
N, 98.168059° E) and Shin Datwei Pagoda
(14.161574° N, 98.198891° E) by Shin Zaw

100 AD - 9" 10" century AD
— Arise of the Mon and
Arakan city-states along
Sittaung, Thanlwin, Lemro,
and Kaladan river valleys



and Shin Zan on each side of Dawei River,
Zaloon Pagoda (14.082997° N, 98.230117°
E) by Shin Zan in the same year

Building of Hlae Kyaung Taw Pagoda
(14.009051° N, 98.231003° E) and Shwe
Gu Taung Pagoda (14.001673° N,
98.226766° E) by the Prince Saw Htut and
Princess Saw Mya Devi

Mylenmire
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914 AD

Siamese Invasion of Thagara led by the
Dvaravati minister Auragalun (1% Thagara
was fallen, 11 kings, 751-914 AD)

Auragalun’s establishment of Nyaung-Khaya
near Sin-Zeik (around 14.107254° N,
98.197151° E), and Auragalun Pagoda
(14.111918° N, 98.197807° E) (differs. 918
AD)

849 AD — Establishment of
Bagan city by the King
Pyinbya

995 AD

Mon troops attacked Nyaung-Khaya (1%
Nyaung-Khaya was fallen, 6 Siamese
Governors, 914-995 AD)

Banyar O0’s establishment of 2™ Thagara
(Zalun) with Mon governors

1076 AD

Second Invasion of Thagara by the minister
Aurateza from Tanintharyi (2™ Thagara was
fallen, 6 Mon kings, 995-1076 AD)

Aurateza established a new city
“Nyaungyan” near Nyaung-Khaya ruins

1106 AD

Renovation of the pagoda at Tavoy point
(Shin Maw Pagoda) by the King Alaungsithu
of Bagan

1113 AD

Fall of Nyaungyan due to the home return of
the last governor Auraupparat, for a reason
of sickness (4 Governors, 1076-1113 AD)

1155 AD

Establishment of Maha Thukha Nagaram
around Sin-Zeik by the King Alaungsithu
(around the ruins of Nyaung-Khaya and
Nyaungyan

11" century — 1297 AD —
Bagan Period in central
Myanmar

11" — 14" century AD —
Lemro Period in Arakan

g3
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1228 AD

Establishment of Htaung-Kwe near Kyet-
hlut (13.562018° N, 98.158547° E) or near
Sin-htauk (13.703392° N, 98.114218° E) by
the King Kani-kawut, the descendant of the
King Alaungsithu of Bagan (differs. The
King Narapatisithu of Bagan in 1204 AD)
(Htaung-Kwe, 6 kings, 1228-1430 AD)

1417 AD

Establishment of Mokti (Mutta Thuka
Nagara, 14.013936° N, 98.228735° E) by the
King Mintaya, and he was assassinated to be
insane

1418 AD

The king recovered from insanity and set up
a colossal Ayu-Pyauk (free from insanity)
Buddha image (differs. 1426 AD)
(14.008016° N, 98.224210° E) and left the
city (Mutta Thukha Nagara, 1 king, 1417-
1418 AD)

1364 — 1555 AD — First Innwa
Period in central Myanmar

1369-1537 AD — Mon kings
ruled Bago (Hanthawaddy)

1430 AD

Establishment of Weidi (13.983433° N,
98.172399° E) by the King Saw Thura, the
sixth king of Htaung-Kwe (differs. 1228 AD
by King Min-Hsu, the descendant of the
King Narapatisithu of Bagan)

1438 AD

Shin Mokti Buddha image reached the
current sacred place (14.011295° N,
98.225776° E) at Shin Mokti village (the old
Mutta Thukha Nagara)

1433 — 1784 AD — Mrauk U
period in Arakan

1488 — 1508 AD

Fall of Weidi and establishment of the small,
fortressed cities, Ka Myaw and Nan Taung
by the descendants (no exact locations
known)

1486 AD — The establishment
of the Taungoo Dynasty

1562 AD

Establishment of 3" Thagara (Dawei Myo)
by Bya-thapaik under the order of the King
Bayinnaung of Hanthawaddy

1566-1599 AD — Burmese
kings of Taungoo Dynasty
based in Bago (Hanthawaddy)

o6 qﬂ]]:qsﬁnﬁunj |

1600 AD

3" Tharaga Period

1597 — 1752 AD — Nyaungyan
Period in Central Myanmar



1751 AD

3 Thagara was abandoned with Min-ne-
hla’s decision of moving the city to the south
(3" Thagara Period, 18 Governors, 1562-
1751 AD)

Establishment of Kyet-sa Myo (14.063419°
N, 98.192676° E) by Min-ne-hla

1754 AD

Kyet-sa Myo was specified as a fortress

Establishment of Tharyarwaddy Myo
(current Dawei City, 14.072676° N,
98.193280° E) by Min-ne-hla

1762-1764 AD

Min Shin Zaw, 3" ruler of Tharyarwaddy,
built Shwe Taung Zar Pagoda, the greatest
stupa in the region (14.079282° N,
98.196066° E)

Mylenmire
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1752 — Establishment of the
Konbaung Dynasty by the
King Alaungphaya

1764 AD | The King Sinbyushin of the Konbaung 1767 AD — Konbaung
Dynasty seized Dawei as part of the conquered Ayutthaya by
confiscation of Ayutthaya Sinbyushin
Mahanawrahta, navy colonel of the Burmese
King, built a pagoda on Lat Khat Taung near
Andaman Sea (13.926416° N, 98.098175° E) | 1784 AD — Konbaung
(differs. 1785 AD by the King Bodawphaya) conquered Arakan capital,

Mrauk U by the son of
Bodawphaya

1824 AD | The British seized Tanintharyi including the | 1824 AD — 1** Anglo-Burmese
Dawei region, after the First Anglo-Burmese | War, the British seized
War Rakhine (Arakan) and

Tanintharyi

1853 AD | Offering a royal white elephant to the King 1852 AD — 2™ Anglo-Burmese

Mindon from Dawei region War, the British seized Lower
Myanmar, including Yangon

1876 AD | Arrival of Bronze colossal Lokamarazein and Bago
Buddha image (14.0.80050“’ N, 98.196275° 1885 AD — 3" Anglo-Burmese
E) donated by the King Mindon, second last War, Fall of Mandalay, the
monarch of Myanmar British seized Upper Myanmar

1942-1945 | Japanese Occupation Period
1948 | Independence from the British colonial rule

sy
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1962-1988 | General Ne Win — Burmese Socialist Party Period

1988-2011 | SLORC/ SPDC Period

2011-2015 | Newly elected government with the background of USDP

2015-2020 | NLD won the landslide election and became the government

2021-present | 2021 Myanmar coup d'état

]
E E P.S. The kml file including the locations of Dawei cities and important
:E pagodas, which are described within the timeline, can be downloaded by
l'l . scanning the QR code beside.
F
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